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INTRODUCTION

This report is provided to document, using systematic and standard protocol, the bird species and wildlife
habitat present in Lord Hill Regional Park (LHRP) in late June 2017. The goal is to provide relevant data to be
used in informing the current LHRP Master Planning process underway by Snohomish County Parks and
Recreation Department {Parks). While this report does not provide a complete census or annual cycle of data,
it does offer evidence confirming the value of preserving this important ecosystem from further encroachment
by extensive development or high impact uses.

On June, 25, 2017, in response to proposed use changes at LHRP, Pilchuck Audubon Society {PAS} conducted a
single day bird census consisting of 43 survey points gridded throughout this 1300(+)-acre park to identify the
diversity and general abundance of species using the park for breeding, foraging and refuge in June 2017. The
results of the survey have been compiled and analyzed with resuits and recommendations provided in this
report.

This survey effort was completed by volunteers comprising over 200 volunteer hours {207 hours). The survey
documented a high number of individual birds and a wide range of species diversity across the park. Sixty-one
species were detected; eleven of which were confirmed breeding in LHRP by surveyors during the point-count
or scoping prior to the survey. The range of species across avian families included waterfowl, raptors,
shorebirds, hummingbirds, woodpeckers, owls, and a wide variety of passerines or perching birds.

HISTORY AND PHYSICAL SETTING OF LORD HILL REGIONAL PARK

Lord Hill Regional Park covers approximately
1300 acres of lowland forest and wildlife
area in the Snoqualmie Valley between the
towns of Snohomish and Monroe, and the
Cathcart area, Washington. The low
elevation ridge that is the dominant feature
of the park runs generally parallel to the
Snohomish River. Characterized by basalt = \%: £ %
outcroppings, the highest peak in the park is ;j'__ 77 \ b s 5
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dairyman, who in addition to his dairy cattle

raised horses, sheep and hogs on the land.

Figure 1: Lord Hill Regional Park location map (peakbagger.com)

The area, rich with large mature Douglas fir and Western Hemlock, attracted the timber industry and the area
was logged of old-growth timber in the 1930s. The Department of Natural Resources harvested second growth
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timber from the area in the 1980s. Today the forest is a mixed lowland forest consisting of successional growth
Douglas fir, Western hemlock, and Western red cedar. Other prominent trees include red alder and big leaf
maple. in addition to the forest there are nine ponds and associated wetlands in the park.

The park is currently under the management of Snohomish County Parks and Recreation Department and
provides day-use under a Park Master Plan developed in 1988. Key objectives of that plan included:

1. Preserve the natural, undeveloped character of Lord Hill and protect wildlife and their associated
habitats. Discourage development in the interior of the site; develop areas such as the park
headquarters near the property line at the park entrance.

2. Create a series of circulation routes throughout the park to provide opportunities for hiking, horseback
riding and other non-motorized trail uses. Provide for handicapped accessibility.

3. Provide observation opportunities at the wetlands and ponds but restrict the number of access points.
Protect the wetlands edges by constructing viewing platforms. Discourage off-trail use and prohibit
horses in the wetlands areas.

4. Create educational experiences for all ages.

5. Develop park to be a year-round recreational facility, open only during daylight hours.

6. Provide for an on-site ranger residence near the park entrance.

These original objectives were amended in 1996 with a Supplemental Master Plan with the following
additional goals:

7. Provide a directional trail signage system for park users.

8. Allow mountain bikes on trails on a trial-basis. Evaluate conflicts between user groups and any
degradation to sensitive areas/natural resources attributed to mountain bike use to determine if the
park should remain open for mountain bike use.

9. Evaluate degradation to sensitive areas and/or trails and adjacent land due to over-use or misuse.
Determine if a trail should be temporarily closed for restoration or if a trail should be realigned to
preclude further degradation.

While several resources mention the area is “rich with bird life”, it doesn’t appear there has ever been a bird
survey of the park or any on-going monitoring to document bird life, population trends and/or habitat use by
birds in LHRP.

BIRD SURVEY OF LORD HILL REGIONAL PARK

On June 25, 2017, volunteers from Pilchuck and Seattle Audubon Society organizations conducted a systematic
search for bird species at Lord Hill Regional Park. Resuits from that effort are included in this report and
include a list of bird species seen and/or heard, the general habitats in which they were found, and an
assessment of breeding status on the property for each.

While a single survey effort provides valuable information on general diversity of species and can suggest
general abundance information it is important to remember that this is a single snapshot in time. Migratory
birds move between summer and wintering grounds and resident birds often utilize habitat differently
between seasons so to document the full picture of bird life at Lord Hill Regional Park additional monitoring
and data collection is needed.
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